
2020 Western National Rangeland Event- In Cyberspace! 

 

The Western National Rangeland Event of 2020 looked different than it ever had before. Due to 
COVID-19, the FFA participants were not able to visit the Snake River in person. Instead, the 
event was made virtual. Teams participated virtually from Idaho, Nevada, Utah, and 
Washington. 14 FFA chapters competed in this year’s event, with 54 competitors total.  

 

 

Congratulations to Jacob Flick from the Gooding FFA chapter who took first place overall, 
contributing to Gooding’s title as the first-place team for 2020. Sidney Woodworth of Rockland 
FFA, Idaho, ranked second for overall highest score, and Charlotte Brockman of Gooding FFA 
came in third. Overall highest teams were Gooding FFA, Idaho (1st), Rockland FFA, Idaho (2nd), 
Omak FFA, Washington (3rd). 

Other award winners included Corbin Hale, Omak Washington FFA, for top score in grazing 
management Liliana Cobain, Wells Nevada FFA, best in plant identification, and Charlotte 
Brockman, Gooding Idaho FFA for top score in field assessment. Highest placing Rookie Team 
went to Liberty FFA, Washington.  

Because the event could not be held in person, many different avenues were taken to ensure the 
success of the 2020 Western National. Students from the University of Idaho spent a day on the 
Snake River, gathering photos and videos to make the event as real as possible for the 
participants. Aerial photos were taken with drones, 360-degree photos were created, and range 
students made introductions for each part of the event. Dr. Launchbaugh, rangeland professor at 
the University of Idaho, called this year’s virtual event a “gift from college students to high 
school students.”  

   

 

 

1st Overall - Jacob Flick,             
Gooding FFA 

2nd Overall - Sidney Woodworth, 
Rockland FFA 

3rd Overall - Charlotte 
Brockman, Gooding FFA 



 

During the event, FFA members solved real-world range problems, 
including stocking rate scenarios. They identified 15 plants, described 
and assessed the range site, and estimated utilization, shrub cover, and 
browse age. 

Participants competed in five different range disciplines. These 
included stocking rate and management/current rangeland issue, 
plant identification, site description, rangeland assessment, and 
rangeland ecosystem measurements. Each of these are vital aspects 
of range management, and this year’s competition proved that these 
FFA members were up to the task. Through technical difficulties and 
newfound challenges, they all performed well.     

To visit the virtual competition and see the content for yourself, visit 
http://wnrcde.org ! 

 

Using pictures taken 
at the Snake River, 
students created 
videos of plants to 
help the participants 
feel like they were 
competing in person. 

Gretchen Hyde of the 
Idaho Range Resource 
Commission spoke 
about the struggle that 
came with making this 
event virtual.  

“Even with the 
difficulty of going 
remote, there was a 
great turnout, and it 
was overall a positive 
experience.” 

Gretchen also spoke 
on how this event gets 
students from the 
Northwest interested 
in range.  

“It was well worth it. 
Getting kids from the 
Northwest interested 
in these jobs is 
important.” 

Students in the Rangeland program at the University of Idaho spent a 
day on the Snake River gathering all the necessary pictures and footage 

for the 2020 Virtual Western National Competition 


