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Winter 0 240 415

Shallow Loam Site –
Shallow loamy soils on rocky hillsides. Dominated by grasses and shrubs.  Produces on average 500 pounds/acre 
(ranging from 300 to 700 lbs/acre depending on year).  Recommended use for this ecological site is 40%.

Deep Loamy Site -
Mostly native grasses and forbs  with big sagebrush.  Produces about 800 pounds/acre each year (from 600 to 
1,000 pounds acre depending on precipitation). Recommended use of forage on this site is 45%.

Saline Flat Site -
Deep and gravelly site with evidence of soil salinity. Mostly native grasses with shadscale and four wing saltbrush.  
Produces about 350 pounds/acre each year. Recommended use of forage on this site is 45%.

The map below depicts a 2,555 acre sheep ranch in the Great Basin region in south central Idaho. This 

ranch is grazed with 405 sheep. The sheep are managed like a large farm flock operation with 4 mules 

(1.25 AUE) serving  as guard animals.  

The sheep are brought into the lambing pasture in March and fed hay as they lamb out in March (i.e., they 

are shed lambed). Once the sheep have lambed, they are turned into the Spring Pasture (about April 1st).  

And they graze there till the forage gets limited about late July. Then, they are moved to the North Pasture 

and stay there till mid-October when the lambs are weaned and sold. The ewes are then moved to the West 

Pasture.  They graze in this pasture till December and then are turned to the Winter Pasture where they 

graze from January through February when they start to lamb and are moved to the barn and lambing 

pasture.
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